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Manufacturing Skills Australia

If you love fashion and are full of ideas about clothing design and fabrics, then this
is a great area for you to consider.

Working as a Fashion Designer, you will develop new styles and products for clothes
and accessories by creating original designs or adapting fashions and then cutting
and machining sample garments based on these designs.

You will need to illustrate your concepts by producing storyboard and specification
drawings, then research and develop fabrics before creating patterns on a
computer. You will have to stay up to date with current fashion trends, try to predict
future trends, and use your talent to create fresh new ideas and designs.

To be successful, you will also need to develop a high level of technical skill and

Bowie Wong was born in Hong Kong and now
lives in Sydney. He studied art, design, theatre,

drama, and stage and costume design in Japan,
Hong Kong and Canada.

He has shown at Hong Kong Fashion Week,
Australian Fashion Week and London and
Toronto Fashion Weeks.

Bowie worked for Paul McCartney’s world tour,
Madonna’s European ‘Girlie Show” and designed
costumes for Delta Goodrem'’s Visualise tour.

understanding of manufacturing processes. You'll soon find yourself fitting
samples on models, estimating costs and approving final samples before
they go into production.

Relevant qualifications that could lead to a job in this area are to be found in

the Textiles Clothing and Footwear Training Package [see the Qualifications
InfoSheet).
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Whether aimed at a select or a mass market, well-designed clothes and hats also
need to be well produced - and this process involves the input of many specialists.

While much of the actual manufacturing of Australian clothes occurs off-shore,
there are still many jobs available here in patternmaking, sample making,
machining, tailoring, millinery and merchandising.

Boutique tailors make garments such as suits, dresses, skirts, trousers and

overcoats for individual customers, doing everything from initial measurements to
making a pattern and sewing the garment. Milliners design and make hats and
other head gear such as caps, berets, bonnets and bridal headpieces.

While some clothing producers work alone or in small companies, most work in the

Two trusted Australian brands are cultural icons,
synonymous with ‘hard work’ clothes:

Hard Yakka, founded in 1922 by David K. Laidlaw
in the back of his parent’s house in Brunswick, is
one of the largest clothing manufacturers in the
Southern Hemisphere. The Laidlaw family
remain the major shareholders and Hard Yakka
still manufactures extensively in Australia.

King Gee was started when Bob Adcock made his
first pair of overalls in a tiny rented house in

Sydney in 1926 “...all we had was good people and
reliable merchandise at an honest price”.

mass production of clothing, as part of a larger team. Either way, if fashion is
where your heart lies, then a job in clothing production is a great way to get
into the business.

Relevant qualifications that could lead to a job in this area are to be found in

the Textiles Clothing and Footwear Training Package [see the Qualifications
InfoSheet).
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Most ‘brand-name’ footwear is produced overseas. Larger footwear makers in
Australia generally import components and assemble them here, concentrating on
developing products that appeal to Australian lifestyles. However there are a few
. smaller Australian footwear companies that specialise in making custom shoes or
shoes for niche markets like ballet shoes, golf shoes, riding boots, ugg boots, ice
skating boots and therapeutic and industrial footwear.

In such companies, there are opportunities for Footwear Makers, Machinists,
Finishers, Pattern Makers, Clickers and Tableworkers. There is also a growing
market for medical grade footwear and orthopaedic shoes, and an increasing

demand for skilled footwear repairers.

In Footwear Production, you would design and make footwear patterns, and cut

Jodie Morrison is Australia’s leading film and
theatrical shoemaker. She has designed and

hand made thousands of custom made shoes
including those for the movies ‘Moulin Rouge’,

‘Crocodile Dundee’ and ‘Strictly Ballroom’.

Terry Biviano is famous for her sky-high
stilettos featuring exotic skins, feathers and
crystals. She supplies shoes to leading fashion
houses worldwide and Terry even shows her
own collections, one featured Lady Godiva on
horseback, naked, except for shoes of course.

pieces of leather from patterns to form the upper parts of a shoe using a
clicking press. You will also learn about the characteristics of leather,
footwear adhesives and chemicals, cutting and machining.

Relevant qualifications that could lead to a job in this area are to be found in

the Textiles Clothing and Footwear Training Package [see the Qualifications
InfoSheet).
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