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H I G H L Y  S T R U N G

Melbourne’s Maton Guitars is a 60 year old 
family owned and run business whose 
instruments are famous worldwide.

They use Australian timbers extensively 
including Bunya, Maple and Walnut.

And Maton guitars are used by bands and 
musicians such as Neil Finn, Little Birdy, Led 
Zeppelin’s Jimmy Page, and Australia’s latest 
guitar prodigy 17 year old Kieran Murphy.

www.makeit.net.au   www.zoomplus.aigroup.asn.au   www.mskills.com.au

Musical instrument makers build, repair and restore musical instruments. They 
can also adjust or alter them according to musicians' requirements. For someone 
who loves music and acoustics, this is a fascinating and highly varied job.

Musical instruments are made from combinations of different woods, plastics and 
metals. You will design and make instrument parts, using specially selected 
materials and techniques similar to those used in cabinet making, metal pipe 
making, silver smithing and wood carving. 

You will learn to install electrical wiring, assemble and glue parts together, attach 
strings as necessary and tune instruments. You will also need to be able to play 
instruments (at least at a basic level) to test for tonal defects and advise customers 
about the acoustic properties of their instruments.

Building and repairing each type of instrument requires a unique skill set. You 
may like to specialise in one instrument or in a range of instruments, such 

as stringed, electronic, brass, woodwind or percussion.

Relevant qualifications that could lead to a job in this area are to be found 
in the Furnishing Training Package (see the Qualifications InfoSheet).
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L I G H T  S H O W

One of the world’s most famous Cathedrals is 
that of Chartres in France, a magnificent example 
of Gothic architecture. Since 876 it has housed 
the sacred relic the ‘Sancta Camisia’, a tunic worn 
by the Blessed Virgin, Mary, which miraculously 
survived a fire in 1194. But also of significance 
are the cathedral’s world famous stained glass 
windows.

Constituting one of the most complete collections 
of medieval stained glass in the world, of the 
186 original windows, 152 have survived. The 
windows are particularly renowned for their vivid 
blue colour, hence the colour ‘Chartres blue’.

www.makeit.net.au   www.zoomplus.aigroup.asn.au   www.mskills.com.au

Once, beautiful stained glass and leadlight windows, doors and partitions were only 
seen in churches. Now, many homes feature decorative glass, while large panels 
are often used to enhance the look of lobbies in hotels and office buildings.

Creating stained glass and lead lighting is a great job for someone with a good eye 
for composition and colour, and who loves working with glass and light.

It will be your job to talk to clients and then create and draw a design from their 
specifications. You will then select and cut glass to the required size and shape, and 
fit it together with strips of lead.

Obviously working with glass means a great deal of care is required, and this is a 
craft that can take many years to master. But the rewards of seeing your work in 

public buildings, or the pleasure given to your private clients’ in their homes, 
will pay dividends for many years.

Relevant qualifications that could lead to a job in this area are to be found 
in the Furnishing Training Package (see the Qualifications InfoSheet).
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