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MATTRESS

We spend one third of our lives asleep, so it is no wonder that everyone appreciates

a mattress that is comfortable and affords a good night’s rest. The challenge is to
design and make quality mattresses that provide good support, are comfortable to
sleep on, and are made from durable materials that will last for years.

The manufacture of good mattresses and bed bases depends on many years of
research, and a technology that employs high tech fibres, inner spring support
systems, multi-layer upholstery and a coil configuration designed for stability.

Then there are the cotton futons, waterbeds, and foam only mattresses used in
foldaway beds.

There are opportunities in mattress production and research. You could start as an
operator and work your way up to being a supervisor.

A. H. Beard Pty Ltd manufactures mattresses
and bedding. They...

e are 100 years old;

e are a 100% family owned company;
e won 1997 NSW Employer of the Year;

e won the Furniture Industry Association of
Australia's Best Product of the Year for five
years running;

e produce 200,000 beds a year;
e have made over 4 million beds.

1zz777...

Aregular, good night’s sleep is vital for good health — working in Mattress and
Bed Making is highly important for human wellbeing!

Relevant qualifications that could lead to a job in this area are to be found
in the Furnishing Training Package [see the Qualifications InfoSheet).
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Floors can make the difference between a good home and a great one. Floor
Finishers and Coverers install and repair floor coverings such as carpet, vinyl,
rubber, cork, parquetry and timber floors.

You will learn to install carpet tiles, adhesive fixed carpet and/or welded resilient
flooring. Given the rise in popularity of polished floorboards in homes, you will learn
to prepare timber floors for finish coating and apply finishes to timber or parquetry
or cork. You could even specialise in mixing and applying epoxy coverings, installing
parquetry flooring or installing timber sports flooring for gyms and basketball courts.

Part of your skills-base will be the ability to prepare timber sub-floors and install
hard underlays, and to also sand, stain and apply finished coatings to timber floors.

Parquetry (from the French word ‘parquet’] is a
form of highly decorative wooden mosaic flooring.
‘Parguet’ literally means ‘wooden floor’.

‘The Parquet’ in some countries (including
France) refers to the legal prosecution who

pleads from the wooden floor, as opposed to the
judges who sit on an elevated platform.

This is the origination of the term ‘sitting
magistrate’.

Fascinating.

Most Floor Covering and Finishing workers are contractors, so this could be
an opportunity to work for a small firm, start your own business, or simply
work your own hours and be your own boss.

Relevant qualifications that could lead to a job in this area are to be found
in the Furnishing Training Package [see the Qualifications InfoSheet).
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Would you like to make fine furniture using high quality solid timbers? Would you
gain satisfaction from working on a beautiful blackwood dining table or oak cabinet
and seeing it through to the end?

As a fine furniture maker, you will be multi-skilled and your job will be highly varied.
You will develop cabinet making, wood turning and woodworking skills to a high
level and become expert in wood polishing and finishing. You might work in a small
boutique workshop and specialise in reproduction of antique furniture, bedroom
pieces or occasional furniture.

You could also choose to be a wood worker and carve, laminate, inlay and sculpt
wood to produce items such as sculptures, decorative wall panels, picture frames,
jewellery boxes and eating utensils.

Barry Mills is a craftsman, and artist, a designer
and maker of functional and aesthetic wooden
objects.

All sorts of objects...
* bowls
e screens
e sculpted children's playgrounds

e timber boats

¢ gear lockers for the Royal Melbourne Yacht
Squadron;

¢ and the gates for the Australian Embassy in
Saudi Arabia.

Fine wood products are not normally mass-produced, so the skills you learn
could lead you to work for a small company or eventually start your own
business.

Relevant qualifications that could lead to a job in this area are to be found
in the Furnishing Training Package [see the Qualifications InfoSheet).
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